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THE COST OF CARELESSNESS’ 
by David Butler, Jr. 

angry. This was the rifle and started shooting. He soon emptied 

Just then the Japs charged. Bill put his 

As he turned, his elbow hit the tool rest, 
causing the tool to bite in deeply. Quickly 
he turned off the power, but the damage 

deeply scored. “Now", thought 

this he will be very mad, so I’ll 
just finish it and hope it won't 

notice the cut. Soon it was put 
into a rifle that was boxed and 
Army camp. 

Months later Private Bill Drecher got 
that rifle. He trained with it, was sent to 
The Solomons, and at last found himself 

peeled Jap charge. His commander yelled 
“All right boys, fire as soon as you see any 
of them." Bill detected a movement in the 
underbrush 150 yards away. He raised his 

'This timely story which teaches t 
School Short Story contest. I 

bayonet. A Jap leaped up on the dirt mound 
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